
October 2019 
 
Celebrating 70 years of The Nottingham Roosevelt Scholarship 
 

 
Nottinghamshire's premier scholarship, celebrates its 70th year of sending 
adventurous young people from Nottinghamshire to the United States this year. 
Scholarship supporters, including alumni, donors, Trustees and interested 
parties are invited to a special Thanksgiving celebration on Tuesday, November 
26th in Nottingham. 
 

In 1949 four young men were selected to pioneer the enterprise. They were John Adams, an 
Ericssons engineer from Bramcote; Boots education officer Denis Greensmith, from Lenton; Fred 
Riddell, a labour relations officer at Hucknall collieries, and Dennis Goldsworth, a graphic artist 
from Carrington. Since its inception the Scholarship has provided an opportunity for 150 young 
professionals from a broad range of industries and professions to visit the USA, with the aim of 
sharing knowledge and culture to the benefit of the Scholar, their employer and Nottinghamshire. 
 
Over the years the Roosevelt family has supported and given their personal time to the 
scholarship, including Eleanor Roosevelt, who first visited Nottingham in 1955 and who wrote in 
her diaries:  

“As the years have gone on, I think the Mayor and the committee who raise the money, and 
keep the interest in it alive, think of these fellowships as a means to increase goodwill and 
understanding between our two nations.” 

The 70th Anniversary event is an opportunity to hear inspirational stories from past scholars on what 
they learned in the USA and their achievements since returning and to hear from Trustees about 
current plans and aspirations for the future of the Scholarship. Prospective scholars, funders and 
partners are also welcome to come along and find out more.  
Mick Burrows, former Chief Exec of Notts County Council and chairman of the Scholarship, 
commented 
 

" It's a very special moment for our scholarship as we celebrate 70 years since the first 
scholars arrived in America. It's unique, it's life changing and it's benefitted not just 
Nottinghamshire activities but has also impacted on a number of national developments 
through the ongoing work of past and present scholars. I am very proud, along with my 
fellow trustees in ensuring it continues to build long lasting relationships with the United 
States as we celebrate its success.” 

 
This event is being held on Tuesday 26th November- 6pm at Red’s True BBQ, 11 Queen Street, 
NG1 2BL. Please register your attendance at https://tinyurl.com/thanks70 
 
Note to Editors  
The Trust was established on 5th November 1946 by the Lord Mayor of Nottingham, Francis 
Carney, after discussions with General Dwight D Eisenhower on 20th October 1945. The objective 
was to recognise the great services rendered to the Nation by the late Franklin Delano Roosevelt 
as President of the United States of America during the Second World War and to perpetuate a 
local living tribute to his memory by founding the Scholarship. 
 
The object of the Scholarship is to promote study and to obtain further education and in particular 
of the history and way of life of the American people by granting scholarships to young men and 
women of distinction and ability in commerce and industry to enable them to visit the United States 
of America. 
 



Further details are on our website www.rooseveltscholarship.org Twitter ( @NottsRoosevelt ); 
Facebook ( @NRMTS, https://www.facebook.com/NRMTS/ ) or from Russ Blenkinsop, secretary, 
on 07776-797-335 
 


