
  

Nottingham Roosevelt Memorial Travelling Scholarship 

Newsletter December 2017 

 

 

 

Welcome from our Chairman  

It is only a short time since we issued our last newsletter. However quite few 

things have been happening so I hope you find this short update useful and 

informative. 

I continue to be impressed and heartened by the boundless energy, 

commitment and enthusiasm of all the scholars I continue to meet on my 

travels. A few examples for you, Russ and Liz very kindly hosted a 

Thanksgiving get together, we all enjoyed a lovely evening, for me it was 

really interesting to meet some 'older' scholars and listen to their stories, I 

reflected on the remarkable ongoing links with US contacts from many years ago and how they continue to 

flourish and develop. 

Miles (one of this year’s scholars) and I recently attended a Nottingham City Business Club event, I was 

introduced as the 'new Chairperson' however Miles rightly stole the event with what I can only describe as 

one of the most dynamic and positive presentations I have seen in recent years. I listened carefully to the 

feedback and heard how impressed the audience were and how they all recognised the value of the 

scholarship (well done Miles) 

Russ and I recently met with Edward Peck the Vice Chancellor and his team at Nottingham Trent University 

(in a former guise the University was a core partner back in 1946) We had a very positive and constructive 

meeting and look forward to our follow up session as we invited the University to reconsider their links to 

the scholarship and also take on a Trustee position. 

A great deal continues going on behind the scenes. We recently had a very constructive Trustee meeting and 

came up with a number of wider developments that help link the scholarship into wider activities. The 

commitment given by the Trustees is to be greatly valued, they give their time and effort to support your 

scholarship and its future. My grateful thanks to them on your behalf. 

Finally, my thanks to those of you with your offers to help 'further enhance' the scholarship. I would also 

like to sincerely thank those scholars who very generously contributed funding and support in kind. 

I will keep you posted as we further explore how we build a sustainable and deliverable future. 

Best wishes and season’s greetings, 

Mick 
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SCHOLARSHIP DEVELOPMENT NEWS 

CHARITY DEED UPDATES 

Over the last few months the Trustees have been reviewing the Charity Deeds, which have not been updated since 

the Scholarship was founded in the 1940’s. After careful consideration we have made some changes that we believe 

will strength the scholarships position for the future.  

Increased age limit: Applicants aged between 21 to 35 can now apply for the scholarship. By raising the age from 30 

to 35 we hope to attract middle manager level applications. This could lead to the returning scholars having a 

greater impact within their organisation and Nottinghamshire overall.   

Six Week Scholarship: The original deeds indicate that scholars could spend up to 6 months in the USA, however due 
to practicalities and, more recently, visa restrictions that have imposed a 3 months / 12 weeks limitation. Although 
successful applicants will still be able to spend up to 12 weeks in the USA, the scholarship will now be able to fund 
travel periods for 6 weeks. The successful 6-week scholar will be encouraged to raise additional funds to stay out 
longer than 6 weeks. This emphasis on 6 weeks has between a result of 2 major factions: 
Firstly, some businesses that we’ve engaged with have expressed concern over the length of time a key employee 

could be out of the business; three months is a long time for a small to medium sized business.  The applicant and 

their employer would still need to agree on the length of time beyond the 6 weeks funded scholarship. 

Secondly, the ongoing uncertainty around funding for the scholarship has meant that we need to ensure there is 

money in the bank to continue the scholarship until additional funding can be raised or awarded to scholarship. It is 

likely only 6 week scholarships will be funded in the near future - but if long-term funding can be found, 12-week 

scholarships will again be promoted. Please see the last page on how you can make a difference. 

NEW PARTNERSHIPS 

 

“libraries are the great symbols of the freedom of the mind”. Franklin D Roosevelt.  

Bromley Library 

One of Nottingham’s unique organisations, Bromley 

Library, has agreed to partner with the Nottingham 

Roosevelt Scholarship. Rachel Armitage (2016) met 

with the new Head Librarian to discuss the 

partnership.  

In the arrangement, Scholars would become Bromley 

House Ambassadors as part of their scholarship and 

would spend some time in the library before their 

travels, for example, in the local history section. On 

their return from America, they would receive a free 

membership of the library for a year and be offered a 

guest lecture spot to share their experiences. 

 http://www.bromleyhouse.org/ 

 

 

American Society 

The University of Nottingham, AmeriCAN Society 
represents students studying American or Canadian 
courses, which attract about 150 students each year. 
The society was established in 2010 with the aim of 
promoting American and Canadian culture and 
offers a range of social events for its members.  

The society has offered to help the scholarship 

organise and manage events, support the Trustees 

and Management Committee with additional skills 

(i.e. social media) and provide an opportunity for 

returning scholars to speak at their events. 

https://www.su.nottingham.ac.uk/societies/society/

american/ 

 

http://www.rooseveltscholarship.org/
http://www.bromleyhouse.org/
https://www.su.nottingham.ac.uk/societies/society/american/
https://www.su.nottingham.ac.uk/societies/society/american/


2017 SCHOLAR UPDATES 

 

Miles Waghorn Update…. 

Thursday 16th November will be exactly 3 months since I 

returned from my adventure of a lifetime across the states. 

With 7 flights, 13 cities visited and over 10,000km travelled, it 

was by far the longest and most ambitious excursion I’d ever 

undertaken. Researching ‘The relationship between aging 

and technology’, I visited everything from gigantic retirement 

complexes with over 2200 residents to international industry-

leading conferences in Silicon Valley! 

The trip was filled with highs and in some parts, lows (although 

more financial than moral). I was welcomed into the homes of people I had never met and made to feel like one of 

their old friends, which I will no doubt continue to be as the years go on. One of the most stand-out differences 

between the US and little old Blighty was ability to ‘do as you please’. I can’t help feeling that we often live in an 

existence smothered with safety regulations and net curtain pushers in the UK, who seem hell-bent on ruining your 

fun because they feel like it. At times, across the pond, I couldn’t have felt further from this. It was especially true 

when I’d driven about 3 hours into the Colorado mountains, hired a quad bike (or ATV) and they handed me the keys 

to a pickup truck with the quad on the bike and said ‘have a nice day sir’. I hadn’t even signed any paperwork! I 

couldn’t help but feel an overwhelming thrill that even though I’d never driven anything bigger than an estate and I 

had about $30k worth of vehicles under my control, that the world, or at least this small part of Colorado, was very 

much my oyster. I guess that’s why they call it the land of the free? N.B I lived to tell the tale and got the truck (and 

myself) back in one piece!  

Since returning I’ve had some very exciting business opportunities to follow up on. Most specifically the high 

likelihood that TechSilver, my company improving later life through technology, will be the sole UK distributor of a 

life-changing gadget aimed at people 75+. As I’ve signed an NDA I can’t say much more at this stage, apart from not 

only will it help reconnect lonely seniors with their loved ones, but create social and economic change for TechSilver 

and Nottinghamshire. 

Nottingham City Business Club (the oldest outside of London), 

very kindly invited me to speak at their October lunch. This was an 

honour and an incredible opportunity as to my knowledge, at 24 

I’m the youngest speaker they’d ever had, (big shoes to fill). I 

outlined my relevant industry learns from the scholarship and 

some basic business tips which have helped me on my journey so 

far, and was met with a fantastic reception with lots of kind 

comments from their loyal members.  

 

Miles Waghorn - Travel dates (6 July to 17 August) 

I’m Miles, I’m 24 and I’m an entrepreneur. As the world’s 

ageing population grows, huge numbers of older people will 

experience problems like Dementia, loneliness and isolation. 

I’m an entrepreneur that believes technology holds the key to 

combatting these problems and help seniors live a happier, 

healthier and more independent lifestyle. 



 

 

Gareth Morgan Update…. 

Scholars past and present and other interested folk!  

Greetings from San Diego. I’m most of the way through my 
whirlwind American adventure across the States. From arriving in 
New York back in October to finding myself on the opposite shore 
of the country now, it’s been one Hell of a ride! On my trip I’ve been 
exploring literacy non-profits that work with children aged 11 and 
under and how they engage kids who might not think that reading 
or writing is for them, have English as a second language or their 
home life might not be as easy as it is for other more affluent 
families. I’m trying to find new, exciting, eccentric ideas which we 

can try and use back in Notts.  

I’ve been a superhero in New York City, a magician in DC and a spy in 
Chicago – all working with the amazing 826 Network. I’m planning on being a time traveller in LA and a pirate in San 
Francisco with them too! I’ve taken specially trained reading support dogs into elementary schools in South Chicago, 
asked third graders in Iowa to come up with their own definition for the word “Mardy” – the decided it was a type of 
zebra – and read stories with children in Dallas, Albuquerque and San Diego. I’ve worked with foundations breaking 
down barriers to education by providing eye tests, backpacks, school supplies, clothes, food and even washing 
facilities to children in order to ensure that they can access education to the fullest.  

I’ve been to Dixie Vegas – Pigeon Forge, Tennessee – and worked with Dolly 
Parton’s Imagination Library there (sadly, my hours of work were not 9 to 5). 
I’ve spent more time on Greyhounds, Amtrak and other buses than I’d care 
to mention (My trip has been one which I’ve chosen to only do via public 
transport and taking no internal flights and my google map so far reckons 
I’ve done 4,443 miles or 40.8 Nottingham to Londons – the real number will 
be even higher!) and I’ve eaten my weight in burritos, Corn Nuts and Diet 
Mountain Dew. I’ve even been to the last resting place of FDR in the grounds 
of his beloved Springwood in Hyde Park, New York and D H Lawrence, deep 
in the heart of northern New Mexico. I’ve eaten street tacos on a kerb and 
French steak in a bistro in La Jolla. Visited an experiential museum where I 
could walk through a refrigerator into a world of another dimension and to 
the headquarters of the New York City Nottingham Forest Supporters Club to 
watch us lose 2-0 to Derby County. I crossed the Delaware, the Ohio, the 
Iowa, the Mississippi, the Pecos and the Rio Grande and had a 6-year-old 
called Anthony draw a picture of me and him reading a book about sharks. 
I’ve seen letters from Lord Mayors and First Ladies in the Roosevelt Archives, which set up this incredible 
scholarship, and handed out more than my fair share of Robin Hood hats. If you want to read more about my trip, 
I’ve been blogging the whole experience at garethnottmroosevelt.blogspot.com. Gareth  

 

Gareth Morgan Travel dates (14 October to 3 December) 

I’m Gareth Morgan, a writer, theatre-maker and education 

specialist from Nottingham. I mostly travelled in the 

Southwest of the US looking at how primary school aged 

children learn English & develop a love of reading, with a 

particular interest to support children from disadvantaged 

backgrounds, or with English as a second language. 

 

 

 



Angelena Efstathiou Update…. 

Angelena set off on her travels on 23 November and arrived in Los Angeles 

just in time for Thanksgiving. She’ll be in the States until 11 Feb and so far 

she’s managed to see Los Angeles, giant redwoods at the Muir Wood National 

Monument (national park established by Theodore Roosevelt) and 

volunteered at the San Diego Jazz and Swing Festival. Angelena regularly posts 

on her Instagram (kike.deangelis) and this can also be seen on the front page 

of our website – or for more detail follow her excellent blog at 

www.angelena.online 

 

 

ALUMNI EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES 

ALUMNI RE-ENGAGEMENT PROJECT 

For the last few weeks members of the Management Committee have been re-contacting Alumni from around the 

world. We have heard some amazing stories of their trips across the USA from 30, 40, and 50 years ago and have 

even been sent photos and articles from their trips. We are slowly building a digital archive of these pictures and 

photographs and we would like you to see more of them.  

If you would like to get in touch with the scholarship to share your story, please email us or contact Russ on 07767-

797-335 or Sheridan on 07938244367. We would love to hear from you. 

 

ROOSEVELT LECTURE SERIES 

As part of the long-term plan to establish the Nottingham Roosevelt Scholarship as a thought leader around US and 

UK relations, we aim to establish the Roosevelt Lectures in Nottingham. The lectures will cover important topics 

from education, business, and politics etc. Please see the website for more details.   

 

2018 SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS 

The Nottingham Roosevelt Scholarship application window will open in January 2018 and run until 2nd March 2018. 

As mentioned at the start of the Newsletter, individuals aged 21 to 35, who live and work in Nottinghamshire will be 

eligible to apply.  

Interested applicants can apply via the online form available on the website.  The application form has been 

updated. Applicants will need to be concise in answering the questions and clearly identify the potential business 

benefit and ‘Need’ that their project addresses.  

If you can help hand out leaflets, write articles for local publications or re-tweet  / share our flyer / applications 

details then this will be most helpful. We are all ambassadors for the scholarship. Getting the word out will help 

ensure we get as wide a coverage as possible to attract the best scholars and help Nottinghamshire. 

Website: http://rooseveltscholarship.org/how-to-apply/ 

Closing Date: Friday 2nd March 2018 

  

http://www.angelena.online/
http://rooseveltscholarship.org/how-to-apply/


ALUMNI SUPPORT AND LEGACY 

 
The Scholarship is now funded largely by gifts made by our unique network of Alumni - from the returning scholars 
who donate each month through a standing order, to the couple who now give more than £1,000 a year. If 15 
Alumni gave just £20 a month, we would have enough income to fund an Alumni sponsored scholar each year!  
Thank you Alex Ball, Jonathan Dunlop and Sheridan Chilvers, for starting regular donations this year.  

 

Please consider joining them if you can, both in memory and tribute of your own scholarship and of the many special 

people who made your journey something you will always treasure.  To become part of the Alumni network who 

now enable others in this way, find a simple form below to set up a regular gift via standing order, (and also a gift aid 

form to enable the scholarship to reclaim tax on every penny we can). 
 

Name and address of your bank (including postcode) 

.................................................................................................................................................. 

..................................................................................................................................................  

Instructions to your bank:   Please make payments and debit 

my/our account number: …………………...................................., Sort Code: .............................................. 

to the account of Nottingham Roosevelt Memorial Travelling Scholarship (Account 96876077, Nat West Bank, 

Nottingham City Branch, Unit 27, Victoria Centre, Nottingham NG1 3QD, Sort code 60-80-09) with the sum  

of: £10, £25, £50 Other £ ......... per month until further notice, starting on ................................. or as soon 

thereafter. 

Please quote reference ....................................................(to be inserted by NRMTS), 

       

 

 

 

 

 

Signature(s): ................................................................. Date: ................................. (today’s date) 

 

Your name (capitals please) (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms): ................................................................... 

Address (capitals please): ..................................................................................................................................................  

..................................................................................................................................................  

................................................................................ Postcode: ................................................ 

Please return this form to NRMTS at the following address: 

Nottingham Roosevelt Memorial Travelling Scholarship 

c/o Treasurer - Russ Blenkinsop, Willow Cottage, 8 The Corner, Lowdham, Notts NG14 7AE 

 

In order to Gift Aid your donation please tick the box below: 

             I want to Gift Aid my donation and any donations I make in the future or have made in the 

past 4 years to Nottingham Roosevelt Memorial Travelling Scholarship (Charity number 512941). I 

am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax than the 

amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in that tax year it is my responsibility to pay any 

difference. 

 

 


